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KEYNOTES

Beaumon, Betsy [Vice President Benetech/USA]:

Bookshare: Partnering to Deliver Online Accessible Materials
Bookshare is an online library for people with print disabilities.  It is the largest Literacy program of the US nonprofit, The Benetech Initiative, whose mission is Technology Serving Humanity.

This presentation will highlight Bookshare and the Bookshare for Education Program, providing educational materials for qualified students of all ages.  We will discuss Bookshare’s role as a growing, international, fully web-based library of digital text, and how Benetech works with a variety of partners and leading technology to deliver high quality services to people in need for a significantly lower cost than traditional methods.

*****

Gardner, John [President Viewplus Technologies/USA]

Scientific Journals Go DAISY

ViewPlus is collaborating with the American Physical Society (APS) to develop software and procedures permitting APS to publish DAISY on-line versions of their journals. Conversion of APS text and math to DAISY XML is straightforward. Figures will be converted by composition vendors from PostScript to SVG for the DAISY version. ViewPlus software will post-process SVG files to make all text and math labels conform to DAISY SVG accessibility requirements (presently under development). A prototype APS journal article will be shown. Figures are accessed by audio/touch using a tactile copy, a touchpad, and the ViewPlus IVEO Viewer software.

*****

Kawamura, Hiroshi [President DAISY Consortium/Japan] 

Designing a global library for persons with print disabilities

*****

Kerscher, George [Secretary General DAISY Consortium/USA] and

Gylling Markus [Chief Technical Officer DAISY Consortium/Sweden] 

DAISY Road Map 2009

Periodically, the DAISY Consortium publishes our Road Map. This provides valuable information to our Members, Friends, and the publishing world in general. Technical, strategical, and practical issues are brought together in the design of the DAISY Road Map. This presentation will provide the concrete details and the rationale that makes up the DAISY Road Map. It will cover: publishing trends, legal developments, technological changes, approaches to standards harmonization, and work conducted by the DAISY Consortium.

PRESENTATIONS

Van der Aa, Marc (Plextor Europe]
Plextalk Daisy online delivery

Plextalk will demonstrate its latest development of daisy players with online streaming and/or downloading capabilities.

The new product, PTX1 PRO, is capable of playing Daisy books from CD, SD-card (up to 32GB), USB memory, LAN and Wifi connection via Internet. Since the development of Netplextalk, one can stream daisy content to a PC-based daisy player. Plextalk has invested into stand alone daisy players that can receive daisy content (books, magazines, newspaper) over an internet connection to the end-user and is compatible with the daisy online protocol standard without the need of a computer.

*****

Ahn, Royce Y. W. [HIMS Co., Ltd.; South Korea]

Daisy in the Assistive Technology Devices for the Visually Impaired
HIMS will introduce BookSense, the powerful digital talking book portable device. The presentation will show you that BookSense supports various types of Audio and Daisy format content: DAISY2.0, 3.0, DAISY XML, NISO, NLS, NIMAS, RFB&D and Bookshare content. It supports variety of document formats: txt, rtf, doc, docx, html, brl, brf and powerful reading method. And followings are the strongest points that BookSense has high quality recording, Bluetooth, FM radio, built in 4GB flash memory and one touch checking date & time. It also provides HELP MODE which has the function that gives you the instruction of operation when you press each button. 

*****

Andersen, Ole Holst [Nota – Danish National Library for Persons with Print Disabilities/Denmark]
The status and future of DAISY production and distribution at Nota – The Danish National Library for Persons with Print Disabilities

The presentation will first give a short status of the state of DAISY production and distribution at Nota. The following subjects will be included in the status:

* 



The types of DAISY materials produced at Nota

* 
The method of distribution including our experience with the use of watermark technology as DRM

The presentation will then give a description of the future plans of DAISY at Nota, focusing mainly on our three staged plans for implementing online distribution of DAISY books.

*****

Baars, Alexander [Dedicon Netherlands]

Hybrid books
At present, DAISY audio and text books are mainly used by people with a visual impairment or a reading disorder. Combining and synchronizing audio and text into a hybrid form results in a new type of multimedia object. This so-called hybrid book has perfect use for young people in an educational setting, especially when human voice recording is used instead of synthetic speech, and the original print book’s layout is preserved.

Dedicon produces hybrid books for several main publishers in the educational market, synchronized at word or sentence level.

Dedicon will demonstrate the production and use in practice.

*****
Baptiste-Jessel, Nadine [Institute de Recherche en Informatique de Toulouse/France]
Translation from Braille Music Mark-up Language to DaisyXML

As result of the contrapunctus European project the design of the Braille Music Mark-up as an XML representation of a music scores in Braille has been carried out. We propose a design of prototype system for translating this kind of files in spoken music encoded in DaisyXML. In this way any blind musician may be able to memorize any Braille score using a daisy reader. Therefore the dependency of reading BMML files in front of a computer would be eliminated. This is a first work on feasibility which will be improved and managed by a working group.

*****

Bernier, Alex [Association BrailleNet France]

The potential of Wikis in the DAISY context

In the Web 2.0 world Wikis are widely used by communities to create and update documents, using many types of data.

This presentation describes the potential of Wikis for producing DAISY contents. We first discuss how to convert existing Wiki contents into DAISY. We also examine how DAISY content producers could use Wikis as an easy and free tool to collaboratively edit their documents. The case of MediaWiki is studied (the Wiki software is used by Wikipedia, Wikisource, Wikibooks,…). We describe how to expand its functionalities as to make possible the importation and exportation of DAISY contents. 

*****
Brand, Torsten [Nuance Communications, Germany]

DAISY content on mobile handsets

Modern mobile handsets have become a Swiss army knife that can replace many functions of traditional assistive devices. And since they offer internet connectivity via a mobile network or WLAN, as well as multimedia capabilities, they are well suited for retrieval and playback of DAISY content.
*****

Eberenz, Katharina [Argon Verlag/Germany]

argon daisy edition – DAISY in the commercial book trade in Germany

Argon Verlag GmbH is a publishing company for audiobooks. In October 2008 Argon published its first DAISY books; at present we release 10-15 titles per month, which are available in the book trade. At the end of this year there will be more than 200 audiobooks of the daisy edition on the market.

The DAISY books are type 2, they combine textual headings and audio content. The accompanying booklet is also recorded and added as audio content. To distinguish DAISY books from audiobooks on Audio CD, they are packaged in a DVD box with a label in Braille. According to our programme profile the titles of the daisy edition cover all kinds of genres from literature, comedy and children's books to crime fiction.
*****
Eberius, Wolfram (Co-author: Haffner, Alexander) 

[Technical University of Dresden]
Multimodal Enhancements and Distribution of DAISY-Books
An increasing demand for providing accessible content to widely differentiated target groups calls for a universal eBook standard combined with a flexible user interface. For this purpose, we enhanced the current DAISY standard to serve the blind and visually handicapped as well as deaf, hearing impaired, dyslexic and elderly users. In addition to supporting sign language videos and alternatives in simplified language, we introduced videos with media enrichments as a primary source. Additionally, a personalizable web player, based on the Adobe Flex Framework, allows real-time streaming and local playback of original and newly developed multimedia DAISY books. Furthermore, the player supports multimodal input such as gesture and speech recognition to facilitate use by physically handicapped people. 
*****

Egan, Trish [Vision Australia] 
The DAISY online standard: where SOA, DAISY and the web come
together

The Daisy Online Standard brings SOA (Service Oriented Architecture), Daisy and the World Wide Web together to create a real-time information access experience for a blind/low vision user. This standard of the Daisy Consortium has been engineered to ensure interoperability between various electronic Daisy content delivery services provided by several organisations today. Interoperability in this context will enable a compliant Daisy player to seamlessly communicate with any of these services, thus creating a richer and more effective information access paradigm for the end users.
This presentation describes the Daisy online standard in detail. Various aspects of this standard i.e.:

1. The Daisy Online Mark-up language.

2. Security and Integrity of communication between two compliant entities.

3. Dynamic User Interface Generation capabilities.

4. Downloading and Streaming.

5. Interoperability and extensibility.

is all covered in depth in this presentation.

Vision Australia's implementation of this standard is also described.

The presentation then concludes with a brief look at the possibilities that lie ahead through a myriad of implementations of this standard on different devices and platforms.
*****
Egan, Trish (Vision Australia)

Vision Australia i-access ® Information Library service – a Distribution Model

Vision Australia i-access ® covers a variety of alternate formats delivered across several different medium and is designed to provide every day information, recreational reading and educational materials to a geographically and demographically diverse population across the Australian continent.

This paper looks at the challenges faced by Vision Australia since deciding to digitise its information platform 5 years ago, highlights progress thus far and presents the model of distribution being planned for to meet the needs of 300,000 Australian who are blind or have low vision and the almost 4,000,000 Australians who live with some form of print disability.

*****

Egli, Christian [Swiss Library for the Blind and Visually Impaired]
Liblouis: a universal solution for Braille transcription services

Software support for the generation of good Braille has historically been hampered by fragmented and small markets. Some languages have good support, others -- like German for example -- are lacking. Fortunately Liblouis, an open source tool for complete Braille transcription services, is emerging as a universal solution. Liblouis provides Braille translation for computer and literary Braille, offers support for contracted and uncontracted translation for many languages and includes support for hyphenation. Liblouis also provides Braille formatting which can handle many document formats including DTBook XML. Both the translation and the formatting can easily be adapted to new languages and document formats.

This talk shows how Liblouis will be used at the Swiss Library for the Blind and Visually Impaired to integrate Braille generation into a production based around DTBook XML.

*****

Egli, Christian [Swiss Library for the Blind and Visually Impaired]

Daisy Producer: an integrated production management system for accessible media
Large scale production of accessible media beyond but including Daisy Talking Books requires management of the workflow from the initial scan until the output of the media production. Daisy Producer was created to help manage this process. It tracks the transformation of hard copy or electronic content to DTBook XML at any stage and interfaces to existing order processing systems. Making use of Daisy Pipeline and Liblouis, Daisy Producer fully automates the generation of on-demand, user-specific Daisy Talking Books, Large Print and Braille.

This presentation introduces Daisy Producer and shows how creators of accessible media can benefit from this open source tool.

Finström, Maria [The Finnish Federation of the Visually Impaired]
Moving DAISY online – online distribution of DAISY publications
A joint project between Celia – the Library for the Visually Impaired and the Finnish Federation of the Visually Impaired

The aim behind this two-year project (2009-2010) is the improvement of the distribution of DAISY publications and to develop an online delivery service of both talking books and newspapers. The solution will be based on network-capable Daisy-players, not computers. An online delivery platform supporting the international standard Daisy Online will be developed. 960 of Celia’s clients will be chosen for the project. These clients will get a Daisy player with network functions as well as the required Internet connection. With this project, Celia and the FFVI want to support the implementation of online delivery. The results of the project are going to be utilized in the future to build a national online delivery system. We would be happy to tell the participants at the DAISY International Technical Conference more about our project.

*****

Genaro Motti, Lilian [Association Braillenet France]

Adapting diagrams for daisy books

Looking for the best way to publish accessible graphics, this presentation gives some information about how to deal with non-textual contents when adapting documents for daisy books. This is something which Braillenet had to deal when increasing Helene's digital library with technical books contents. By analysing publishing guidelines, transcriptors' work in specialized centers and main relief printing formats, this work presents : how to analyse a graphical content, how to produce vectorial images, the main steps for preparing digital image files that could be downloaded and printed, how to index this files into the daisy book and finally make them accessible.
*****

Gladman, Greg [Code Factory/Spain]

Reading on the go with Mobile DAISY Player

Your mobile device is much more than just a phone; it is the perfect tool for reading electronic books. This presentation will be a live demonstration of all of the features of Mobile DAISY Player, Code Factory’s book reader software application for mobile devices. It will be explained how the Microsoft Save as DAISY support makes the DAISY formats more flexible and powerful than ever as you can now create your own DAISY book from your computer using Microsoft Word and then listen to it on your mobile phone. Other features such as MP3 support, Go to Page, bookmarking, variable playback speed and navigation levels, configurable font sizes and screen colors or voice annotations will also be demonstrated.

Gunn, Dave and Home, Sarah 
[Royal National Institute of Blind People, UK]
Maximising the potential of e-books for DAISY
E-books are increasing in availability, with most major publishers creating electronic versions of their newly printed material. With over 40 different formats of e-books currently being used, some offer much more potential to rapidly create DAISY content than others.
This presentation will:

· look at the rise of the e-book and planned development by publishers

· review a selection of the most prevalent e-books formats for suitability in creating DAISY books – investigating their structure

· discuss how conversion tools can assist rapid DAISY development

· time permitting – offer a real-time demonstration – creating DAISY content from an e-book

*****

Gylling Marcus [DAISY Consortium, Sweden]

Preview of DAISY 4: Revision of the DAISY Standard

You have been asking for changes to the DAISY Standard. This is your opportunity to take a look inside DAISY 4; it will be essential for your organization's future.

This presentation will provide details on the two parts that make up the revision of the DAISY Standard. Part 1 is "Authoring and Interchange" and will be available as a draft standard for test use in the next few months. Part 2 is the "Distribution" portion of the standard, which is expected to be available as a draft in May of 2010.

*****

Hinderer, Sébastien [Association BrailleNet France]

Protecting DAISY content
In 2005, the DAISY consortium has published the "DAISY Protected Digital Talking Book Specification" which gives a way for a book producer to publish copyrighted material securely. We present an implementation report of this specification. However, before that, we will explain why we believe a standard in the field of protected content publication is crucial. It is crucial not only for right holders, but also for print-disabled readers and for the future of the DAISY format itself. Our implementation report will include remarks on the DAISY pipeline which has been used to produce DAISY file sets from DTBook files.
*****
Hinderer, Sébastien [Association BrailleNet France]
Towards a ready-to-use, Daisy-aware, library management system
Both integrated library management systems and DAISY production and manipulation tools become widespread. We study how they could be combined to build a ready-to-use digital library with DAISY as its core format. The obtained framework should cover the entire book processing, from digital files provided either by publishers or by scanning printed material, until the delivery of DAISY content to end-users in a possibly secured way. We first give a functional description of the framework we have in mind. Then, we examine the existing tools of interest and give some tracks for further software developments.
*****

Hubert, Wolfgang [RTFC Service Germany]

Getting the most out of Daisy using synthetic speech
RTFC is a multichannel publishing tool which has been designed to convert text documents into several accessible formats. You can produce books in common file formats like plain text, HTML and HTML Help as well as large print, Braille, web Braille and DAISY. It implements a standard for e-books which was created at German schools for the blind. This standard makes it possible to get the most out of DAISY even though desktop publishing software often has no capabilities to markup optional content like annotations or sidebars. Therefore RTFC is especially suitable to convert school books and other non-fiction literature.

*****

Indergaard, Olav [Norsk lyd- og blindeskriftbibliotek, Norway]

PipeOnline, a web interface for DAISY Pipeline

The PipeOnline Web application serves as a GUI for the DAISY Pipeline. The GUI lets users create new jobs by uploading input documents, set job parameters defined in the task script file and add the job to a queue. All is done in standard Daisy Pipeline fashion, without introducing any application specific constraints. Jobs can be aborted while running, and when a job is finished, it can be downloaded as a zip file and also deleted from the server. 

The web application has got more views and functions as well, such as simple user management, view queues, statistics, job details, error logs and so on. 

The project is a follow-up of the work initiated by TPB (Sweden) and developed by Martin Blomberg and Linus Ericson. It is now hosted by the DAISY Consortium and developed in collaboration with NLB (Norway). 

As usual with DAISY Consortium -developed software, the PipeOnline application will be open source and available free of charge.
Kahlisch, Thomas [DZB Leipzig/Germany]
Increasing availability to non-fiction publications in Braille, DAISY and large print

In the presentation, different collaborations of DZB with publishing houses and LIBREKA!, an online platform of the German Association of Publishers [Börsenverein des Deutschen Buchhandels], will be described. The collaborations make it possible to realise projects to improve the workflow of transformation of type setting data into the DAISY 3 format. By developing adaptive content processing facilities, these data can be used to increase the availability of publications in Braille, DAISY and large print.

*****

Karlsson, Mattias [Dolphin Computer Access/UK]

Easy as 1, 2, 3: Create alternative formats the EasyConverter version 5.01 way and become an AltFormat Professional
Dolphin Computer Access is proud to introduce EasyConverter version 5.01: a solution which brings out the altformat professional in every user. EasyConverter version 5.01 creates a feature-rich environment to satisfy the requirements of the altformat expert, whilst being easy-to-use to empower novices to become Altformat Professionals in no time! Recent improvements include: 

• New easy-to-use Wizard interface 

• Enhanced use of EasyConverter Projects 

• Client Profile Manager 

• Quick Conversion options 

• Improved scanning & OCR 

“Easy as 1, 2, 3” is a must see session for anyone involved in the creation of alternative format materials, whether expert or complete novice.
*****

Karlsson, Mattias [Dolphin Computer Access/UK]

Rediscovering DAISY with EasyReader v5.01: Broadening the Appeal of DAISY to a Wider Audience
“Rediscovering DAISY” will introduce Dolphin‟s new software talking book player EasyReader version 5.01. This presentation is ideal for anyone interested in the playback and distribution of digital talking books for readers with dyslexia, low vision or blindness. 

Designed on the outcomes of extensive usability research, and consultations with educational experts, version 5.01 of EasyReader denotes vast improvements in access to DAISY content. The presenter will demonstrate that version 5.01 is THE most feature-rich DAISY solution available, meeting the needs of expert DAISY users. Equally, the new contemporary easy-to-use interface makes EasyReader the perfect solution for DAISY novices alike.
King, Stephen [Royal National Institute of Blind People/UK]

A better way to read and publish: Daisy in the United Kingdom

I will describe how people in the UK can buy and borrow a large range of Daisy books, and subscribe to news papers and magazines.

I will also describe the current E-delivery service, where people can buy and borrow books and the plans for a test implementation of "Daisy-Online", where books and newspapers are delivered direct to players without need of a computer.

*****

Klein, Jesper [Swedish Library of talking books and Braille/Sweden]

The Swedish talking book model 2.0

The presentation will describe the current distribution and service model for books and newspapers to people with print disabilities in Sweden. A characteristic of the Swedish model is the reliance on the local public libraries as service providers. 

What does the future look like - for a library service that more and more is based on on-line delivery, user generated content and web based library services?

*****

Knecht, Stephan [Bones Inc.]
Daisy software goes everywhere. So, why still making dedicated Daisy players in hardware?

As Daisy playback software more and more is available for all kind of devices, will manufacturers of dedicated Daisy players continue to provide specialized playback devices? As a manufacturer of Daisy players, we believe the player providers must continue to establish the Daisy standard, by wisely betting on the right technological developments and target groups. We would like to express our view, of where we think the Daisy player industry should move itself by:

•
Giving an overview of what can be expected from the Daisy player industry,

•
Aligning own directions and efforts accordingly (libraries, educational sector, publishers).

*****
Kyrkjebø, Arne [Norwegian Library of Talking Books and Braille (NLB)]
DAISY Distribution in Norway – today and in the future
NLB is a governmental library providing accessible literature to reading disabled and visually impaired in Norway. In addition to leisure material NLB also produce text books for students at University-level.

Today NLB produce on demand and distribute DAISY-books by post.

In 2009 NLB will start to implement online-solutions in addition to CD-distribution. Online access to the material will make the material available for other use, i.e. quick check for information or have a glance of the book. New production and distribution tools will make the Universities able to produce and download DAISY books from NLB. 

The presentation will present NLBs plan for online service and distribution

*****

Lagace, Ivan [Humanware]
Victor Reader Stream – Book Centric Design Philosophy

The Victor Reader Stream and ClassMate Reader, two popular pocket size DAISY, MP3 and voice recorders for mobile readers, are unique in their design philosophy.

The presentation will show how the Victor Reader Stream and ClassMate Reader bookshelf design emphasizes a book centric approach for accessing all media types including DAISY, commercial books, Audible.com, podcasts, text documents, and even music. The presentation will discuss the use of these Daisy players in educational, professional and personal settings and the many benefits the players can create for their users.
*****

Lienert, Hansjörg [Dräger & Lienert, Germany]

DAISY as intuitive and interactive technology 

This presentations describes and practically demonstrates the following contents: 

· fully automated conversion of data –e.g. newspapers into DAISY

· fully automated distribution of DAISY content to mobile phones and mobile DAISY players

· active use of DAISY for data input and output 

DAISY is among others combined with RFID to open tactile objects.

Using the example of a “talking market stall”, the referent shows how blind people can inform themselves about the current offers via DAISY and how they can place orders actively.

Visual, auditory and haptic systems of interaction are combined. The referent demonstrates the integration of recent technologies into an organic and intuitive interactive system that allows communication between blind and sighted people and that is not hindered by the individual cognitive situation.
*****
van der Meulen, Marianne [SOLUTIONS RADIO BV/Netherlands]

Reading your daily newspaper without a pc!

For many it is a problem not to be able to read the daily newspaper. 

Compilations of a week’s newspaper articles are a compromise. Computer owners do not need to compromise as they can read their daily on their PC. But what if you don’t have a PC? For non PC-owners the ORIONWebbox can be a godsend. The ORIONWebbox is a simple device, connected to Internet that can easily navigate through a daily newspaper supporting the DAISY protocol and making use of TTS.

In Finland and Belgium we have access to daily newspapers.

Explain how to manage content per user.

*****
van der Meulen, Marianne [SOLUTIONS RADIO BV/Netherlands]
Sharing three years experience in supplying on-line (DAISY) players

Solutions Radio has developed an on-line player to easily access a variety of content on the Internet. Content such as: podcasts, radio stations, talking (DAISY) books, magazines, daily talking newspapers, church services, TV subtitles etc.

ORIONWebbox uses the Internet, but does not require a computer.

In the past three years a number of projects have been realised with the ORIONWebbox. We would like to share these:

In the Netherlands access to the library of Loket aangepast-lezen in close co-operation with Dedicon.

In the UK, personalised playlist of radio stations, podcasts and talking magazines with British Wireless for the Blind Fund. 

*****

Nikolaus, Ulrich (Co-author: Dobroschke, Julia)
[University of Applied Sciences Leipzig (HTWK Leipzig)/Germany]

Automatic conversion of PDF-based, layout-oriented typesetting data to DAISY: potentials and limitations

Only two percent of new book releases in Germany are professionally edited for blind and visually impaired people. More and more print publications, however, are made available to the public in digital form through online content delivery platforms like libreka!

The automatic conversion of such content to DAISY would considerably increase the number of publications available in accessible form. However, most data available on libreka! is published as non-tagged PDF.

In this paper, we describe a study examining the potential for automatic conversion of libreka!-based content to DAISY, while also analysing the potentials and limitations of current conversion tools.

*****

Olivrin, Guillaume (Co-author: Willem Van Der Walt) 

[Meraka Institute/South Africa]

DAISY, the Best Way to Author Sign Language books?

Besides mainstream video media such as DVDs, there is no standard technical solution for creating and structuring digital books in Sign Language. Building on DAISY and Open Source software, we are adapting existing players to support an extension of DAISY that enables the video media type.  We have created a Sign Language DAISY book (international rules of soccer) to test our various player implementations. During the presentation, we will share the experience we gained from the Ability Based Technical Intervention project and the adaptive content processing techniques we applied to create synchronised Sign Language video content in DAISY books.

*****

Pérez-Arnáez, Rafael [ONCE Spain]

Evolution of DAISY book production at the National Organization of Spanish Blind Persons (ONCE)

The production processes of DAISY books in ONCE, the digitization of our analogue collection, and its subsequent transformation into DAISY, have followed two main paths – the search for the fastest and most efficient method of digitizing our analogue holdings, and the reduction of costs associated to the production of Digital Talking Books in DAISY format. This presentation goes into detail about the fundamental milestones of this evolution process.
*****

Pérez-Arnáez, Rafael [ONCE Spain]
The Digital Library at ONCE’s Bibliographic Service
ONCE has made available to all its members a new web-based library service. By using this library they can obtain copies of both e-text books and DAISY books. This paper will try to describe briefly the structure of this service, as well as the level of satisfaction of our users.

*****

Ribera, Mireia [Universitat de Barcelona. Departament de Biblioteconomia i Documentació/Spain]
Open repositories made accessible through XML transformations

This paper presents a possible scenario of including XML transformations in paper submissions to digital open repositories through a prototype plug-in (Daisy4Dspace) which integrates Daisy Pipeline Tools within Dspace (a repository to store digital articles), applying pipeline transformations to new submissions and publishing the alternate versions associated to the submitted original. The scenario presented and the early prototype could benefit all the stakeholders: the automatic generation of alternate versions will be useful for disabled end users; repository holders have a low cost conversion tool; and accessibility advocates have a demonstrating platform of the use of DAISY documents.
*****

Scherrer, Yvonn Seraphine [Swiss Radio DRS]
Multitrack editing with Magix Sequoia

Sequoia is the professional version of “samplitude”, both softwares are products of Magix. Samplitude is often used in libraries that produce DAISY books. It is now possible to create audio projects using multiple tracks. A programmable Cherry-keyboard is used to execute the necessary commands to place audio clips on the timeline and to manipulate them. Mixing is done by a JLCooper Midi controller with eight faders. The presentation shows the workflow of recording, editing and the mixing of the edited material.

We are working with Windows XP, JAWS 8.0 and an Alva Braille display.
*****
Schmidt, Gerald [The Open University/UK]
Producing DAISY talking books without manual intervention

The Open University is producing DAISY talking books for a number of courses using volunteer readers and a range of proprietary tools. Building on the university’s work on talking books for individual courses, this paper investigates the possibility of making all new courses available as talking books, without manual intervention, based on open standards and open source software. Is it possible to produce a talking book of acceptable quality in this way? To illustrate both the potential and the limitations of this approach, the presentation will place a computer-generated talking book alongside one that has benefited from manual intervention.

*****

Schut, Edmar [Dedicon Netherlands]

DAISY Online Delivery in the Netherlands

In this paper the latest developments concerning the Dutch DAISY Online Delivery system are presented. At this moment, a streaming service is being built, after which the DAISY Online Delivery Protocol can be implemented.

Subscribers of the Dutch Library for the Blind can select from a collection of 9000 DAISY DTB’s. After ordering such a streaming title, it will be accessible immediately with the use of an online DAISY player (developed in-house). Users of the Orion Webbox can play these titles on their customized internet radio.

Lastly, the upcoming project developments and plans for the near future will be discussed.

*****
Spiewak, Vincent (Co-author: Strobbe, Christophe) 

[Katholieke Universiteit Leuven/Netherlands]
Odt2DAISY: Authoring Full DAISY Books with OpenOffice.org

Odt2DAISY is an extension for OpenOffice.org, the open-source office suite. It enables users to export DAISY 3 with audio from OpenOffice.org Writer. It includes support for mathematical content (MathML). Odt2DAISY works on Microsoft Windows, Mac OS X, Linux and Solaris.

Odt2DAISY relies on the operating system’s text-to-speech engine(s) to generate audio, so the supported languages depend on the TTS engines available on the user’s system. Audio languages available out-of-the-box at the time of writing are:

 * Windows: English;

 * Mac OS X: English with a high quality voice;

 * Linux / Solaris: the 27 languages supported by espeak, including English, French, German and Spanish.

*****
Swamy, P.K.M. and Mahantesh, G.K. 
[Samarthanam Trust for the Disabled/India]

Fortifying position of DAISY in INDIA: Opportunities & Challenges – An insight of the NGO sector

The promotion of DAISY technology is at very infant stage in the NGO sector leave alone Government Sector. More particularly DAISY talking book production has to begin and the NGOs are struggling with ideological differences, strategic priorities and operational constraints in the case of basic technology.  

The awareness about the DAISY technology is negligible in the educational institutions both Private and Government. Fortunately the NGOs are front runners in this arena.
The technology application nation wide suffers from inherent such factors as policy development, program formulation, and implementation mechanism, funding support, human resources and community participation. The innovative ideas and actions of the NGO sector at this juncture can offer boost to DAISY technology in INDIA. The Government commitment to the empowerment of the visually impaired through stable governance and resource support, we are confident DAISY would and should flourish. There is a strong need for bottom up and top down strategies to fortify the position of DAISY technology in INDIA by all stake holders with strong facilitation from NGO sector
*****
Van der Togt, Ted [Dedicon Netherlands]

Prep-Talk: a PreProcessor for Talking book production

Speech synthesis or Text-To-Speech (TTS) has improved significantly over the years. However, languages have so many irregularities that it is hard to define pronunciation rules which work under all circumstances. When talking books are produced with TTS, it is inevitable that pronunciation mistakes will occur which can be annoying to end users or may even render the text incomprehensible. The ‘PrepTalk’ project will provide an environment to detect potential pronunciation mistakes. In a review environment Daisy XML documents will be enhanced with phonetic data where necessary using SSML. An adapted Daisy Pipeline will produce hybrid Daisy books with synchronized text and audio.

*****
Weck, Daniel [DAISY Consortium, United Kingdom]
Tobi: an extensible software tool to author next-generation accessible publications

Multimedia user experiences based on text, images, audio and video are now the norm. This rich ecosystem is mostly unstructured and inaccessible to persons with disabilities.

The revision of the DAISY standard is incorporating new features to fulfil the scalability, interoperability, and accessibility requirements of the publishing industry.

This presentation will demonstrate the Tobi open source software in a typical production workflow involving the synchronization of text and recorded audio. We will introduce the application's technical architecture, to showcase the plug-in extensibility mechanism and its potential for innovative third party features.
*****

Name hitherto unknown
Breaking New Ground: a virtual global library service to widen access 

for people with print disabilities
Today there are 161 million blind and partially sighted people in the world and this number is growing. Extend this to print disabled and you have an even greater number of people who cannot read a conventional book, magazine or website as they are either unable to see the print, hold the item or access the website. Less than 5% of published material, i.e. books, and less than 20% of websites are accessible to these people.

But how do libraries for the print disabled ensure that their clients can access the information of their choice?

To ensure that this can be achieved, and realising that no one organisation can achieve this on their own, the IFLA section Libraries Serving Persons with Print Disabilities and the DAISY Consortium have joined to develop the Global Library project.  This project endeavours to identify how content can be shared, collected and accessed by library clients. This paper outlines the Global Library project as 

sponsored by these two organisations.







